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Jesus Leaves Judea for Galilee (vs. 1-4)
This passage starts out by giving us a look at the maturity of Jesus. When word arises 
that He is baptizing more people than John and that the Pharisees had become aware, 
He chooses to leave Judea for different ministry ground. 

This action is powerful because it introduces us to the maturity of discerning the benefit 
and timing of every action that we are about to take. With every course of action it is 
important that we ask ourselves two questions: 

1. What is the benefit in what I am about to do?   
2. If there is a benefit, is this the right time to do it?  

Though Jesus was doing valuable and necessary ministry in Judea, by leaving He 
avoids two major issues and/or ministry distractions: Jealousy of John’s disciples and 
confrontation with the Pharisees. 

1 Corinthians 10:23-24
“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all 

things build up.  Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.” 

You have a right to fight any battle you want to. But the question becomes, is it a battle 
worth fighting? You have the right to behave anyway you choose to. The question 
becomes, are you prepared to endure the consequences that may possibly follow? 
Jesus assesses the value of the fight before Him and determines one of two things: 1. It 
was a battle that was not worthy of fighting. Or, 2. It was a battle worthy of fighting, but 
just not at that time. 

John’s Imprisonment
We also know by Matthew 4 and Mark 1, Jesus’ journey to Galilee also parallels the 
arrest and imprisonment of John The Baptist. This is important because it shows Jesus’ 
heart to be present in the lives of John’s disciples, who may be becoming discouraged 
due to the loss of their spiritual leader. 



In life people will often be faced with moments of loss, discouragement, and adversity. 
As believers we have a spiritual responsibility to be a “present” encouragement. One 
truth that is important to understand as a follower of Christ is that most people will not 
accept your Christ until they first experience your care. Jesus shows the value of 
personally demonstrating care over just sending a word. Even when we see Jesus wait 
days before going to the cry of Lazarus’ sisters in John 11, we see the personal 
compassion that Jesus consistently demonstrates throughout His earthly ministry. 

Now you may be tempted to challenge this thought of being present in people’s lives 
with the fact that Jesus never comes to the aid of John, who will soon be beheaded. But 
It is my belief that this speaks directly to the maturity of the believer. There where cries 
from my children that I would often run to with compassion when they were adolescents 
that I will not run to today. Not because I don’t have compassion for their pain, but, 
because I know the investment that I have made in them, giving me the utmost 
confidence that they are equipped to endure and overcome what they may be going 
through. 

It is critically important that we seek out the leading of the Holy Spirit concerning whose 
lives He would have us be “actively present”.  For it is in this discernment that He will 
demonstrate His compassion and perhaps preserve the faith of one who is weak or 
immature in their faith. 

Jesus must go through Samaria (vs. 4)
In speaking about Christ’s compassion for people, verse 4 states that “Jesus had need 
to pass through Samaria.” This verse points to Jesus’ purpose of restoration and 
healing for His people. 

Earlier in Old Testament scripture (1 Kings 12-16) the northern territory of Israel, led by    
Jeroboam (Former official for King Solomon) rebels and breaks away from 
Rehoboam (Solomon’s Son) and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Samaria is the 
capitol of the northern kingdom of Israel. Jesus’ need to go through Samaria 
demonstrates the heart and passion of God to restore and repair brokenness. 

Jacob’s Well (vs. 5-6)
Jesus enters Samaria near a town called Sychar (Hebrew for “drunken or city of 
lies”), There He comes to rest at Jacob’s Well.  This phrase further highlights our 
previously stated point concerning Jesus’ heart to restore and repair brokenness. 



In Genesis 32 God changes Jacob’s name from Jacob (trickster) to Israel (Father).  In 
light of this, what John 4:5 calls Jacob’s Well could actually be termed “Israel’s Well”.  
Thus, Jesus’ need to go through Samaria speaks not just to the need to save one 
Samaritan woman, but to repair and restore the whole House of Israel, and to reclaim 
it’s divine purpose. 

Not only is it referred to “Jacob’s Well”, verse 5 refers to it as the well that Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph (inheritance). Because there is no direct Old Testament reference for 
the name “Jacob’s Well or Joseph’s Well”, it can be assumed that this references the pit 
(Hebrew word bowr meaning well) in Genesis 37 in which Joseph’s brothers throw 
him into in reaction to his dream. 

The place of Joseph’s greatest injustice and assault becomes the place of generational 
provision and Kingdom restoration. Thus, the question becomes, how will God use 
your worst experience for your biggest platforms of ministry? 


